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Welcome to 2006 Starlighters!!!!

I hope this year proves to be another stellar (no pun intended) year for the club.  The Arrangement VP’s, Devi Bellows and Marilyn Bailey, have lined up a great series of dances for us in 2006, beginning with the semi-formal in March at the Yorba Linda Country Club with Don Peterson.  It’s a St. Patrick’s Day celebration, so if you want to avoid being pinched, don’t forget to wear something green.  (For those of you who like being pinched, well…you have issues of your own which we won’t discuss here.)  In May, we return to the beautiful Mesa Verde Country Club for our spring formal dance with the Street Corner Symphony and in July to the Bahia Corinthian for our summer casual dance with a Hawaiian theme.  In September, it’s back to the roomy dance floor at the Phoenix Club with John Destry providing the entertainment, and lastly, in November to a new venue for us, The Catch restaurant in Anaheim for our Winter Formal.  Devi and Marilyn are now looking to 2007 with an eye on several of our favorite locations, as well as one or two new venues.  

The last year was a very successful one for the club under the leadership of our past president, Jon Jumper.  We grew in numbers from 72 to 90 couples at last count, and the club ended the year financially sound.  However, expenses continue to increase with each dance and I  regret to say that it is possible, maybe even probable, that we will have to raise the cost of the dances sometime this year in order to continue to provide the superb venues and quality of food we have all come to enjoy.  The board has already had some discussion about this, and will continue to monitor our financial position with each dance to determine if and when it may be necessary to increase from the present $85.00 per couple.  Even with a substantial increase, when you reflect on these evenings of excellent company, wonderful food and dancing enjoyment, there really is no better entertainment bargain available. (Unless of course, you equate our dances with eating gritty hot dogs, beans & chips with friends around a fire pit at the beach on Saturday night.  This you might enjoyably do for somewhat less than $85, although not much less after paying for food, parking, firewood, plates and utensils and the cost of your clothes which you had to throw away because you could not rid them from the smell of smoke.)

Accompanying the invitation this month, is our annual dues statement.  Please submit your annual dues with your March dance reservation.  These dues are used as a cushion to subsidize each dance and will help us to delay the aforementioned increase as long as possible.  

Mark your calendar on the third Saturday of March, May, July, September and November in 2006, to avoid conflicts and allow attendance at all the 2006 dances this year.  When you receive the invitations in the mail, submit your reservations no later than the Saturday night prior to each dance.  This time is necessary for the board members to finalize all the arrangements and food with the venues and prepare the nametags etc.  We never want to turn anyone away, but when reservations are requested late, it puts unnecessary pressure and stress on all the board members responsible for dance preparations, including the treasurer, membership, hospitality and especially arrangements chairpersons.  So please help them this year and send in your checks and reservations early.  (If you don’t, we are taking names and the punishment is a seat on the board next year in one of these positions. So take care…)

I do look forward to seeing you all at the dance in March!!

Best Regards,

Paul Morin

